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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Bedford, 

February,  igi4. 

(To  the  Chainnan  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee.) 
Gentlemen, 

As  Sanitary  Inspector  to  your  Authority,  I have  the  honour  to 
submit  to  you  my  Fifteenth  Annual  Report,  showing  the  work  done 
in  this  Department  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 


SUMMARY. 


No.  of  house  drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee  ... 

No.  where  defects  were  found 
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No.  where  defects  were  found 
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50 

33 
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]8 
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208 
2 1 

479 
53 
167 
1 10 
4447 

191 

181 

191 

164 

16 

4 

595 

57 

70 


441 

353 

444 

2000 
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No.  of  visits  to  factories,  workshops,  and  outworkers’  premises  548 
No.  of  nuisances,  etc.,  found  at  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  i5 

No.  of  visits  to  common  lodging  houses  ...  ...  ...  120 

No.  of  visits  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

No.  of  visits  to  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2572 

No.  of  visits  to  cowsheds  and  milk  vendors’  premises  ...  63 

No.  of  samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  ...  107 

No.  found  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  samples  of  town  water  sent  for  analysis  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  to  abate  ...  ...  ...  815 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  to  abate. . . ...  ...  ...  747 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  2 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  2 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  under  Plousing  and  Town 

Planning  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  notices  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  and  Paving  : — 

Preliminary  Notices. 


Nuisances. 

Cleansing. 

Over- 

crowding. 

P.  H.  A. 
1875.  Sec.  36. 

p.h.a.a.a. 

1907.  Sec.  37. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
1907.  Sec.  25. 
Paving. 

Factory 

Act. 

Totals. 

I 60 

57 

27 

34+ 

28 

18+ 

15 

CO 

Statutory  Notices. 


Nuisances. 

Cleansing. 

Over- 

crowding. 

P.H.A. 

1875. 

.Sec.  36. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
1907- 
Sec.  37. 

P.H.A.A.A. 

1907. 
Sec.  25. 

Factor} 

Act. 

Housing  Si  Town 
Plannintr  Act. 

Totals. 

Sec.  15. 

U- 

18. 

17 

0 

I 

325 

28 

1 69 

0 

191 

1 6 

0 

7+7 

At  Present  Unabated,  But  Work  in  Hand. 


Nuisances. 

Cleansing. 

Over- 

crowding. 

P.H.A. 

1875- 

Sec,  36. 

P.H.A.A.A. 

1907- 
Sec.  37. 

P H.A.A.A 
1907. 
Sec.  25. 

Factor} 

Act. 

Housing  & Town  ! 

Planning  Act.  ! Totals. 

Sec.  15. 

17 1 18. 1 

0 

0 

0 

102 

7 

+3 

0 

+3 

1 6 

i 

3 2>  + 

1 

Note.  The  outstanding  notices  unabated  in  1912  have,  with  the 
exception  of  three  demolition  notices  (Gravel  Lane)  been  complied 
with. 


5 

NUISANCES. 

The  nuisances  discovered  or  reported  at  the  Office  (including  those 
found  during  house-to-house  inspection)  were  of  a varied  nature,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  details  of  the  Table  later  on.  (Sanitary  work 
carried  out.) 

In  30  instances,  verbal  intimation  to  persons  responsible  for  minor 
nuisances  were  sufficient  to  procure  the  abatement  thereof. 


24  complaints  were  received  at  the  office  in  respect  to  bad  smells 
emanating  from  the  street  sewers,  etc.  These  complaints  were  at  once 
handed  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  who  had  the  matter  investigated,  and 
had  ventilating  shafts  erected  where  necessary,  and  closed  the  man- 
hole gratings. 

In  12  instances  complaints  were  received  from  households  relative 
to  the  non-removal  of  house  refuse.  These  were  at  once  communicated 
to  the  Borough  Surveyor. 


DRAIN  TESTING. 

no  house  drains  were  tested,  and  the  sanitary  fitments  reported 
upon,  on  a payment  of  a fee  of  10/-,  for  which  were  received  and 
paid  into  the  District  Fund.  At  50  defects  of  a more  or  less  serious 
nature  were  found.  In  1 1 instances  new  4"  drains  were  laid  under 
modern  conditions,  5 intercepting  traps  being  fixed. 

The  defects  at  the  remaining  39  houses  were  remedied. 

18  drains  were  tested  on  complaint,  and  in  10  instances  were 
found  defective.  5 of  them  were  relaid,  and  5 were  repaired. 

208  drains  were  examined  after  notification  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  houses,  and  in  21  instances  were  found  defective  and  remedied. 
The  defects  were  not  of  such  a serious  nature  as  to  be  the  probable 
causes  of  the  disease  in  the  house. 


PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

33  drains  of  the  Schools  and  Boarding  Houses  in  connection  with 
the  Schools  were  tested,  and  a report  sent  to  the  Governors  and 
Boarding  House  Masters.  Defects  were  found  in  4 instances,  and  were 
remedied. 

The  same  inspection  was  made  at  the  Kindergarten,  Moravian, 
and  Crescent  House  Schools.  2 defects  were  found  and  remedied. 
£21  was  received  on  this  account  and  paid  into  the  District  Fund. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  441  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  viz. : — 


Diseases. 

1913. 

1912, 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Infected. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Infected. 

Scarlet  Fever  

306 

227 

I3^> 

100 

Diphtheria 

122 

106 

94 

72 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

I 

I 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

9 

9 

20 

1 6 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

I 

I 

Totals 

4.4  I 

34^ 

254 

[92 

All  the  houses  were  visited,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  cases  entered  in  the  Register  for  the  information  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  disinfection  is  done  free  of  cost 
to  the  occupier  of  the  house. 

444  rooms  were  disinfected  by  means  of  Formic  Aldehyde,  gas 
being  generated  by  vapourising  Formalin  Tabloids,  or  vapourising  40 
per  cent.  Formalin  in  the  presence  of  steam. 

For  this  purpose  122  lbs.  of  Formalin  Tabloids,  20  gallons  of 
liquid  Formalin,  and  47  gallons  of  methylated  spirit  were  used. 

2,000  articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  were  removed  from  infected 
houses,  and  put  through  the  Steam  Disinfector,  which  is  fixed  at  the 
Newnham  Pumping  Station. 

By  means  of  this  machine  absolute  disinfection  can  be  obtained, 
as  the  main  essentials  for  rapid  and  efficient  disinfection  are  the  use  of 
“ saturated  steam,”  and  the  entire  absence  of  residual  air  in  the  chamber, 
this  insuring  the  utmost  penetrating  power  of  the  saturated  steam, 
acting  as  a vapour. 


Consumption. 

Arrangement  have  been  made  with  the  Registrar  of  Deaths  to  at 
once  send  a certificate  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  a death 
occurs  from  this  disease,  in  order  that  disinfection  of  the  house  and 
bedding  may  be  offered  to  the  occupiers  of  the  house.  23  of  such  death 
certificates  were  received,  and  in  14  instances  disinfection  was  accepted. 
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Analysis  of  the  expenditure  incurred  at  the  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year  1913  : — 


No.  of  Patients,  353;  Scarlet  Fever,  245;  Diphtheria,  108. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Medical  Fees,  attending  patients  

363 

0 

0 

363 

0 

0 

Provisions : — 

Milk  

107 

19 

3 

Meat 

148 

0 

1 1 

Groceries 

265 

19 

I 

Bread,  Flour,  etc. 

62 

2 

10 

Fish  

42 

1 1 

10 

Vegetables 

32 

19 

8 

660 

13 

0 

Electric  Lighting 

75 

13 

3 

Coal,  Coke,  Wood,  etc. 

96 

1 1 

I 

Repairs  and  Sundries 

95 

5 

I 

Medical  Sundries 

48  16 

8 

Horse  Hire  Ambulance 

65 

5 

6 

Disinfectants,  Soap 

I 

13 

0 

Haberdashery  and  Sundries 

8 

4 

2 

Nurses’  Uniform 

29 

18 

5 

Inclusive  Cost  of  27  Patients  at  Rural 

District  Council  Hospital 

170 

H 

10 

558 

2 

0 

;^I58i 

15 

0 

Salary  of  Matron 

49 

7 

0 

Salaries  of  Nurses 

183 

7 

9 

Salary  of  Caretaker 

45 

18 

8 

Salary  of  Cook 

19 

I 

0 

Salary  of  Laundry  Maids  ... 

30 

16 

7 

Salary  of  Ward  Maid 

14 

14 

7 

Extra  Help 

16 

19 

9 

Salary  of  Private  Nurses 

146 

13 

I 

506  18 

5 

2088 

13 

5 

Received  from  Patients 

77 

7 

0 

;^20ii  6 5 


Number  of  patients  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the 
year,  353,  or  8o'04  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified. 
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Scarlet  Fever, 

Number  of  patients  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  245 

Number  of  patients  in  Hospital  on  January  ist,  1913  ...  ...  30 

Total  number  of  patients  in  Hospital  during  the  year  ...  ...  275 

Aggregate  number  of  days  they  remained  in  the  Hospital,  12,631, 
or  1,804  3/7  weeks. 

Average  number  of  days  each  patient  was  in  Hospital  45 'OQ  days. 
Longest  period  a patient  was  in  Hospital  ...  ...  109  „ 

Shortest  period  a patient  was  in  Hospital  ...  ...  17  „ 

Number  of  deaths  in  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


Diphtheria. 

Number  of  patients  removed  to  Hospital  .. . ...  ...  ...  108 

Number  of  patients  in  Hospital  on  January  1st,  1913  ...  ...  16 

Total  number  of  patients  in  Hospital  during  the  year  ...  ...  124 

Aggregate  number  of  days  each  patient  was  in  Hospital,  4,490, 
or  641  3/7  weeks. 

Average  number  of  days  each  patient  was  in  Hospital  ...  36'2  days. 

Longest  period  a patient  was  in  Hospital  ...  ...  114  „ 

Shortest  period  a patient  was  in  Hospital  ...  ...  i hour  (died) 

Number  of  deaths  in  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Staff. 

Number  of  Staff  at  Hospital  during  the  year,  59. 

Aggregate  number  of  days  they  were  on  duty,  6,548,  or  935  3/7 
weeks. 

Cost  of  Provisions  consumed  at  the  Hospital  during  the  year, 
£660  13s.  od. 

Aggregate  number  of  days  Scarlet  Fever  patients  in  Hospital  12,631. 
Aggregate  number  of  days  Diphtheria  patients  in  Hospital  . . . 4,490. 

Aggregate  number  of  days  Staff  on  duty  ...  ...  ...  6,548. 

23,669. 


or,  6'7d.  per  day  per  head. 

Cost  of  medical  attention  and  salary  of  Staff  at  the  Hospital, 
£^6g  1 8s.  5d.  = I2'2d.  per  patient  per  day. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  3 offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough,  viz..  Frying 
of  Fish,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealing,  and  .Storing  of  Hides,  Skins,  and  Fat. 
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Several  complaints  were  received  as  to  bad  smells  emanating  from 
the  yards  or  storehouses  of  dealers  in  rags,  bones,  hides,  skins,  and  fat. 
On  investigation  it  was  usually  found  that  the  effluvia  arose  from 
accumulations  of  bones  and  fat,  there  not  being  proper  covered  recep- 
tacles for  storing  the  same. 

In  one  instance,  a hsh  fryer  was  summoned  before  the  magistrates 
and  fined,  for  opening  premises  without  the  written  consent  of  the 
Authority. 

The  following  are  the  situations  where  “ offensive  trades  ” are 
carried  on  in  the  Borough  : — 


Fish  Frying  (12). 

26,  Ford  End  Road. 

66,  Iddesleigh  Road. 

49,  Howbury  Street. 

2,  Harpur  Street. 

58,  Cauldwell  Street. 

59,  St.  John’s  Street. 

37,  Muswell  Road. 

37,  Park  Road  E. 

62,  Tavistock  Street. 

108,  Greyfriars  Walk. 

I.  Great  Butts  Street 

34,  Denmark  Street. 

With  the  exception  of  the  fish  frying  at  58,  Cauldwell  Street,  for 
which  written  permission  has  been  granted,  all  the  others  were  in 
existence  before  June,  1912,  at  which  date  the  Local  Government  Board 
scheduled  these  as  being  offensive  trades  for  the  Borough. 

I would  again  suggest  the  advisability  of  the  Authority  making 
Regulations  or  Bye-Laws  governing  the  conditions  under  which  offen- 
sive trades  in  the  Borough  should  be  carried  on. 


Rag  and  Bone  (5). 
Balsall  Street  East. 
Gwyn  Street. 
Beckett  Street. 
Hassett  Street. 
Midland  Road. 


Hides  & Skin  (2). 
Gwyn  Street. 

Roise  Street. 


STATUTE  FAIRS. 

The  dwelling  vans  of  the  Showmen  who  visit  the  Town  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  these  fairs  were  all  inspected. 

No  cases  of  sickness  were  discovered  among  the  occupiers.  The 
condition  of  the  vans  was  satisfactory,  though  I believe  some  of  them 
were  overcrowded  at  night. 

COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

At  the  end  of  1913  the  Register  contained  the  names  of  persons 
keeping  i Cowshed  and  27  Milkshops,  together  with  the  names  of  38 
Purveyors  of  Milk.  15  of  the  latter  reside  outside  the  town,  but  retail 
milk  within  the  Borough. 

This  is  an  increase  of  5 Purveyors  of  Milk  during  the  year. 

The  Food  Inspector  has  on  63  occasions  visited  the  premises  of 
the  Cowkeepers  and  Milk  Vendors.  (See  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.) 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  Borough  number  29,  yearly  licences 
being  granted  by  the  Authority  to  22.  The  Food  Inspector  has  made 
2,572  visits  to  them.  (See  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.) 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTION  (P.H.A.,  1875). 

595  houses  have  been  inspected,  and  I have  called  the  attention  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  57  houses  in  which  more  or  less 
internal  cleansing  was  necessary,  and  he  has  certified,  where  required, 
under  Sect.  46  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  that  effect. 

The  usual  notices  were  served,  and  have  been  complied  with. 

OVERCROWDING. 

27  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during  the  year,  and 
on  serving  the  usual  notice  the  nuisance  was  abated.  Overcrowding  is 
on  the  increase,  owing  to  the  dearth  of  small  houses,  the  closing  of 
houses,  and  the  leaving  of  other  houses  by  the  occupiers  owing  to 
increased  rents,  which  they  are  unable  to  pay,  the  result  being  that  two 
or  three  families  crowd  into  one  house.  Improved  health,  better 
morals,  less  crime,  and  a more  useful  and  cleaner  people  will, 
ultimately,  no  doubt,  be  the  result  of  the  application  of  the  Housing 
Acts  but,  unfortunately,  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  have  to  pay  for 
these  improvements.  The  increased  rent  charged  by  owners  is  very 
often  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  expense  incurred  in  putting  houses 
in  repair;  in  fact,  as  soon  as  the  owner  hears  that  the  house  has  been 
inspected,  and  before  a notice  has  been  served  upon  him,  he  often  gives 
the  tenant  notice  that  the  rent  will  be  raised  3d.  or  6d.  a week. 

Even  the  order  to  supply  a sanitary  dustbin  is  often  the  cause  of 
the  rent  being  raised  2d.  a week. 

As  private  enterprise  does  not  provide  a low-rented  house,  it  is 
evident  that  sooner  or  later  the  Authority  will  have  to  do  so,  and  the 
question  of  so  doing  should  be  seriously  considered  by  the  Authority. 


Houses  Not  Connected  to  the  Sewage  System. 


Pail  Closets. 

Earth  Closets. 

Cesspools, 

Midden. 

Septic  Tank. 

>913- 

1912. 

1913- 

1912. 

>9'3- 

1912. 

1913- 

1912. 

1913- 

1912. 

4 

4 

16 

5 

6 

3 

3 

I 

1 

2 earth  closets,  and  i cesspool  have  been  converted  to  water  car- 
riage system. 

The  earth  closets  at  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  with  the 
exception  of  4 at  the  small-pox  blocks,  are  now  converted  to  water 
closets,  drainage  having  been  laid  up  to  the  buildings. 


HOUSES  IN  THE  BOROUGH  WITHOUT  SEPARATE  W.C. 
ACCOMMODATION. 

In  1912  there  were  145  houses  with  71  w.c.’s.  At  present  there  are 
128  houses  with  62  w.c.’s.  15  house  with  8 w.c.’s  are  in  progress  of 

demolition,  and  an  additional  w.c.  has  been  provided  in  Farrer  Street. 


Allhallows  Lane  

2 

w.c.’s  to  4 houses 

Allhallows  Lane  

3 

it 

» 5 

it 

Allhallows  Lane  

I 

ti 

» 2 

it 

Beauchamp  Row  

I 

it 

» 2 

it 

Beauchamp  Row  

I 

it 

2 

it 

Beauchamp  Row  

I 

a 

„ 2 

it 

Bell  Court  

2 

it 

..  4 

ii 

Bell  Court  

2 

it 

..  4 

it 

Butcher’s  Yard  

2 

6 

Castle  Hill  

2 

it 

..  3 

Chandos  Street  

2 

..  3 

Chandos  Street  

3 

» 6 

Chandos  Street  

I 

it 

2 

Chandos  Street  

I 

2 

Gravel  Lane  

2 

» 4 

Greenhill  Street  

2 

..  5 

Hassett  Street  

2 

..  5 

Ram  Yard  

I 

» 2 

Richbell  Court  

3 

it 

..  7 

Rope  Walk  

I 

it 

,,  2 

it 

Rose  Cottages  

3 

it 

..  7 

it 

Sadler’s  Court  

3 

it 

6 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Square  ... 

6 

a 

„ 12 

it 

St.  John’s  Place  

5 

)i 

„ 10 

it 

Thurlow  Street  

3 

» 5 

Tower  Court  

I 

,,  2 

Tavistock  Place  

I 

..  3 

Tavistock  Place  

2 

it 

» 4 

Tavistock  Place  

I 

2 

Tavistock  Place  

I 

» 3 

Union  Street  

I 

it 

2 

a 

Total  

62 

it 

„ 128 

it 

In  2 instances  there  are  3 

louses  to 

I w.c. 

In  3 „ „ „ 5 

it 

2 w.c.’s. 

2 >)  n jj  7 

a 

2 W.C. 

’s. 

In  3 ..  ..  3 

it 

2 W.C. 

’s. 

In  2 ,,  ,,  „ 3 

it 

3 w.c. 

’s. 

The  remaining  houses  have  i w.c. 

to  2 houses. 

The  accommodation  for  the  above  houses  is  sufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  occupiers,  although  they  would  prefer  to  have  separate  ones, 
but  this  cannot  be  enforced. 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

During  the  year,  207  houses  have  been  inspected  under  this  Act. 
At  each  house  more  or  less  work  was  required  to  be  done  under  the 
various  sections  of  the  Act.  {Vide  the  Table  showing  the  sanitary 
work  carried  out.) 

The  supervision  necessary  to  see  such  work  was  properly  carried 
out  entailed  4,447  visits  of  inspection. 

The  number  of  houses  already  closed  is  shewn  as  follows : — 


During  the  Years  1905  to 

1912. 

Locality. 

No.  Closed. 

Rent  Paid 
per  week. 

No.  of 
Inmates. 

No. 

Demolished. 

Bell  Court  

3 

2/6  to  3/3 

'9 

2 

Parish  Court  

4 

I /4.  to  I /8 

1 6 

4 

Chandos  Street  .... 

+ 

2/-  to  2/3 

>3 

4 

Spring  Gardens  .... 

8 

i/ii  to  3/- 

«9 

8 

Gravel  Lane  ....•• 

3 

3/3 

22 

0 

Christie  Court 

10 

1/6  to  3/- 

27 

1 0 

Graham’s  Yard  .... 

5 

I 2 

0 

Paradine  Court  .... 

7 

i » 

20 

7 

Malden’s  Yard  .... 

8 

> » 

40 

8 

Castle  Hill  

2 

2/- 

7 

2 

Newnham  Street  . . 

2 

2/6 

8 

2 

Gravel  Lane  

+ 

2/4 

18 

4 

Priory  Street  

3 

2/-,  2/3  & 2/9 

6 

3 

Caidington  Road  . . 

1 

5/3 

5 

I 

Tavistock  Place  .... 

1 0 

2/10 

32 

1 0 

Totals 

7+ 

264 

65 

During 

the  year  1913 

• 

Newnham  Street 

3 

2/6  to  3/6 

17 

0 

Hand  Court 

'3 

3/-  to  4/- 

41 

0 

Ampthill  Street  . . . . 

+ 

2/7  to  3/3 

I 2 

4 

Totals  

20 

! 70 

4 

16  closing  orders  were  made  under  Sect.  17  during  the  year,  and 
4 closing  orders  were  made  under  Sect.  1 5,  Sub-Sect.  4,  and  the  houses 
have  been  demolished  voluntarily. 

Of  the  2 closing  orders  made  under  Sect.  15,  Sub-Sect.  4,  in  the 
year  1912,  one  house  in  Cardington  Road  has  been  demolished  volun- 
tarily, and  the  other  in  Wellington  Street  has  been  determined  by  the 
Authority. 
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SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act. 

Factory 

and 

Workshop 

Act. 

No.  of  Workshops  cleansed 

0 

No.  of  Outworkers  Premises  cleansed 

7 

No.  of  Bakehouses  cleansed 

7 

No.  of  Abstracts  of  Factory  Act  affixed  ... 

0 

No.  of  overcrowding  of  Workrooms  abated 

0 

No.  of  Workrooms  ventilated 

0 

No.  additional  Lavatory  Accommodation 

provided 

I 

No.  of  Cowsheds  limewashed 

4 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  limewashed 

I 20 

No.  of  rooms  in  Common  Lodging  Houses 

limewashed 

242 

No.  of  rooms  in  Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

cleansed 

65 

No.  of  additional  W.C’s  fixed  in  Houses  let 

in  Lodgings  ... 

0 

No.  of  roofs  repaired  in  Ditto 

0 

No.  of  wash-houses  repaved  and  built  in 

Ditto 

0 

Drains. 

No.  found  blocked  and  cleared 

123 

2 

No.  flushed  

123 

2 

No.  found  defective 

70 

35 

No.  repaired 

70 

35 

No.  wholly  relaid 

17 

27 

No.  removed  from  inside  houses  ... 

0 

0 

No.  of  Intercepting  Traps  fixed  ... 

9 

I 

No.  of  Intercepting  Traps  repaired 

0 

0 

No.  of  Intercepting  Traps  stoppers  fixed 

14 

0 

No.  of  Chambers  and  Manholes  built 

36 

1 1 

No.  of  new  covers  to  manholes 

14 

0 

No.  of  fresh  air  inlets  fixed 

6 

0 

No.  of  fresh  air  inlets  repaired 

23 

0 

No.  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  fixed  ... 

33 

0 

No.  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired 

1 1 

8 

No.  of  soil  pipes  removed  from  houses  ... 

31 

0 

No.  of  new  gullies  provided  to  sinks 

2 

0 

No.  of  insanitary  traps  abolished 

0 

93 

No.  of  rain  water  pipes  disconnected 

0 

5 

No.  of  rain  water  tanks  cleared  out 

9 

21 

No.  of  rain  water  tanks  made  to  overflow 

34 

2 

gullies 

12 

3 
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SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT Continued. 


Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act- 

Factory 

and 

Workshop 

Act. 

Yards,  Etc. 

No.  of  yards  paved 

9 

155 

No.  of  yard  paving  repaired 

27 

4 

No.  of  right  of  ways  gravelled  and  levelled 

0 

19 

No.  of  division  walls  and  fences  repaired. 

0 

5 

No.  of  gates  repaired 

0 

2 

No.  of  ashbins  provided 

242 

0 

Animals  and  fowls  improperly  kept 

2 

2 

Manure  and  other  offensive  matter  removed 

4 

2 

Manure  pits  rebuilt  or  repaired 

0 

0 

Houses. 

No.  of  rooms  and  staircases  cleansed 

191 

665 

No.  of  inside  walls  repaired 

191 

665 

No.  of  verminous  rooms  fumigated 

0 

46 

No.  of  damp  walls  remedied 

2 

224 

No.  of  house  floors  relaid  or  repaired  ... 

5 

310 

No.  of  window  cords  repaired 

2 

154 

No.  of  window  frames  repaired  and  made 

to  open 

2 

250 

No.  of  bedrooms  ventilated 

7 

235 

No.  of  firegrates  and  fireplaces  repaired... 

2 

81 

No.  of  new  doors  fixed 

I 

I 

No.  of  doors  repaired 

0 

55 

No.  of  splashboards  fixed  to  doors 

0 

19 

No.  of  cupboard  doors  repaired  ... 

0 

48 

No.  of  cupboards  cleansed 

0 

120 

No.  of  pantries  cleansed 

0 

122 

No.  of  pantries  repaired 

0 

100 

No.  of  coppers  repaired 

0 

61 

No.  of  water  service  pipes  repaired 

2 

2 

No.  supplied  with  separate  service  ... 

0 

100 

No.  of  sinks  fixed  ... 

0 

93  1 

No.  of  sinks  repaired 

7 

2 

No.  of  new  waste  pipes  fixed 

7 

III 

No.  of  waste  pipes  repaired 

2 

25 

No.  of  sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  trapped. 

44 

0 

No.  of  outside  walls  repaired 

0 

63 

No.  of  roofs  repaired 

4 

103 

No.  of  spoutings  repaired 

16 

96 

No.  of  chimney  heads  repaired 

0 

47 

No.  of  outside  passages  limewashed 

0 

7 
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SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OMT.— Continued. 


Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 

Act. 

Factory 

and 

Workshop 

Act. 

W.C.’S,  Etc. 

No.  of  defective  w.c.’s  repaired  ... 

O 

42 

No.  of  w.c.’s  rebuilt 

O 

31 

No.  of  new  pedestal  pans  fixed 

l6 

20 

No.  of  hopper  pans  fixed  ... 

5 

2 

No.  of  filthy  pans  cleansed 

too 

3 

No.  of  pan  closets  removed 

I 

0 

No.  of  w.c.  seats  repaired  ... 

7 

22 

No.  of  w.c.  cisterns  repaired  or  fixed 

57 

31 

No.  of  floors  relaid 

o 

72 

No.  of  w.c.  doors  repaired 

4 

24 

No.  of  lights  provided  to  w.c. 

i6 

124 

No.  of  ventilators  fixed  to  w.c. 

o 

16 

No.  of  w.c.  walls  cleansed  ... 

i8 

122 

No.  of  w.c.  roofs  repaired  ... 

8 

73 

No.  of  w.c.  spoutings  provided  or  repaired 

4 

75 

No.  of  earth  closets  converted  to  water  closets 

2 

0 

No.  of  middens  converted  to  earth  closets 

O 

0 

No.  of  cesspools  abolished  and  drained  to 

sewer 

I 

0 

Outhouses. 

No.  of  defective  ones  repaired 

I 

59 

No.  rebuilt 

0 

7 

No.  demolished 

o 

2 

No.  of  floors  relaid  and  repaired 

78 

No.  of  doors  repaired 

o 

25 

No.  of  walls  cleansed 

7 

125 

No.  of  roofs  repaired 

6 

81 

No.  of  spoutings  provided  or  repaired  ... 

3 

63 

No.  of  stable  floors  relaid 

o 

4 

It  may  be  thought,  on  perusal  of  the  above  table  of  sanitary  work 
carried  out,  that  many  of  the  items  are  of  a small  or  trivial  nature, 
but  small  sanitary  defects  have  a greater  influence  upon  the  health 
of  the  community  than  many  persons  realise.  Bacteriology  has  shewn 
us  what  a menace  to  health  small  things  can  be. 

Broken  window  cords,  for  instance,  do  not  allow  of  the  windows 
being  open ; this  means  foul  air  in  the  room ; foul  air  may  predispose 
the  inhaler  to  consumption,  and  repaired  window  cords  may  mean  fresh 
air  and  good  health. 
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Complaints  arc  received  that  there  are  bad  smells  arising  from 
defective  drains  about  the  house;  on  investigation  the  drains  are  found 
sound,  but  the  gullies  are  dirty,  and  the  waste  pipes  foul,  and  vitiated 
air  passing  up  untrapped  and  foul  waste  pipes  in  the  house  may  be 
the  primary  cause  of  disease  in  those  inhaling  it. 

Damp  walls,  from  the  surface  of  the  garden  being  above  the  damp 
course,  and  the  air  gratings  covered;  result,  dry  rot  and  bad  smells 
under  the  floor.  Loose  paving  around  sink  gullies,  allowing  soakage 
in  the  earth,  a warm  day,  children  playing  around  the  gully,  and 
diarrhoea  is  the  result ; and  so  on.  It  often  requires  a deal  of  proving 
before  a complaining  householder  is  convinced  that  the  smells  they 
have  experienced  have  not  been  from  defective  drains,  but  from  other 
sources. 


SANITARY  DUSTBINS. 

During  the  year,  344  notices  to  provide  a proper  sanitary  dust  bin 
in  lieu  of  the  old  boxes,  etc.,  used  for  this  purpose,  have  been  served 
upon  the  owners  of  houses. 

In  242  instances  these  notices  were  complied  with,  and  in  the 
majority  of  the  notices  not  complied  with,  orders  have  been  given  to 
tradesmen  to  supply  them,  but  they  have  some  difficulty  in  getting 
them  from  the  manufacturers. 

The  Council  have  resolved  that  in  case  of  an  owner  refusing  to 
comply  with  the  notice  to  provide  one,  that  the  Authority  will  do  so  at 
the  cost  of  7/-  each,  and  recover  this  amount  from  the  owner  as 
provided  by  the  Act. 

All  sorts  of  wet  refuse  and  filth  are  at  times  deposited  in  the  dust 
bins,  and  it  would  be  well  if  the  Authority  made  Bye-Laws,  regulating 
what  kinds  of  refuse  is  only  allowed  to  be  put  in  these  receptacles. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

One  hundred  and  seven  samples  of  food  and  drugs  have  been 
purchased  during  the  year,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the 
purpose  of  analysis. 


The  following  tables  give  the  particulars  of  the  articles  analysed, 
results  of  analysis,  action  taken,  and  expenses  incurred  under  the  Act. 


V 

'E- 

E 

n 

if) 

Articles. 

U) 

JD 

g 

d 

c 

‘5 

'd 

0 

a 

iM 

0) 

Extent  and  Form 
of  Adulteration. 

1; 

*P 

tJ 

qj 

0 

^ Result  of 

Proceedings. 

Remarks. 

"o 

d 

Z 

P 

0 

0 

■p 

cr 

u 

-< 

d 

0 

U 

Fines, 

Costs. 

8 

1 1 

Milk 

85 

79 

I 

9^0  deficient  in  fat 

0/0 

0 / ))  >> 

I 

• • 

- • 

Withdrawn  on 
payment  of  costs 
On  advice ' of  the 

Town  Clerk  no 

proceedings 

instituted 

20 

I 

1 2°/°  ,,  ,,and 

3+ 

40 

I 

5 • 7 7oOf  added  water 
4"  3 °/q  deficient  in  fat 

i37o 

r 

Dismissed 

Warned 

I 

On  advice  of  the 

Town  Clerk  no 

proceedings 

instituted 

47 

I 

I ■'°l 

' 0 (0  ” ” 

On  advice  of  the 

Town  Clerk  no 

proceedings 

instituted 

26 

Potted 

Meat 

2 

0 

I 

14'’  grains  per  lb. 

On  advice  of  the 

J 

of  Boric  Acid 

Town  Clerk  no 
proceedings 
instituted 

36 

94 

50 

51 

J » 

• • 

Cream  . . 

4 

0 

I 

I 

I 

I 

i7‘36  grains  per  lb. 

of  Boric  Acid 

21.7  grains  per  lb. 

of  Boric  Acid 

O’  I 237o  Acid 

o-o.s7^ 

® * 4^  /o  >>  ” 

o’I47o 

Informal  sample 

Informal  sample 

Informal  sample 
Informal  sample 
Informal  sample 
On  advice  of  the 
Town  Clerk  no 

52 

56 

>>  • • 

» > • • 

• • 

I 

I 

proceedings 

instituted 

Brawn  . . 

I 

I 

• • • • • • 

Lard 

Gin 

1 

2 

1 

2 

. . 

Malt 
Vinegar 
Butter  . . 
Cheese  . . 
Whisky  . . 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

• • 

Totals  ..  107  94  1 3 20 
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Note. — Of  the  total  number  of  107  samples  submitted  for 
analysis,  13,  or  ii'2i  per  cent.,  were  returned  as  adulterated. 

3 samples  of  milk,  Nos.  57,  64,  97,  were  returned  as  being  of  a 
“ very  poor  quality.” 

Amount  of  Expenses  Incurred. 


Procuring  Boxes,  Bottles, 
Printing,  Postage, 
Packing,  &c. 

Procuring  Samples. 

Totals. 

£ s.  d. 

£ S.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

I 19  II 

3 3 10 

5 3 9 

7 Samples  of  Town  Water  were  also  sent  to  Analyst  for  Chemical 
Analysis. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  Expenses  incurred  as  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 39 

Railway  Carriage  on  7 Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  083 

Analyst’s  Fee  on  1 14  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  96  o o 
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HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  30  houses,  with  65  rooms,  on  the  Register.  30  visits  of 
inspection  have  been  made  to  them,  and  they  are  kept  in  a fairly  good 
sanitary  condition. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  register  number  5,  with  121 
beds,  3 being  houses  which  are  also  licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicants. 

Numerous  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  by  myself,  and  in 
company  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  no  fault  could  be 
found  with  the  manner  in  which  we  found  them  conducted. 

The  rooms  and  bedding,  etc.,  are  kept  in  a clean  condition,  and  the 
statutory  limewashing  of  the  premises  being  observed. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  found  among  the  inmates  of 
the  houses,  though  3 cases  of  phthisis  were  notified  of  persons  who  had 
gone  to  the  Union  from  these  houses.  The  new  licenced  house  in 
Tavistock  Place  is  an  excellent  house  for  the  purpose,  and  has  supplied 
a long  felt  want,  as  accommodation  of  a superior  kind  to  what  is  usual 
in  the  other  Common  Lodging  Houses  can  be  obtained. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

The  Tables  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have 
been  compiled  from  the  Registers  which  are  kept  as  required  by  Sec- 
tion 1 3 1.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  557  Factories,  Workshops, 
Workplaces,  and  Domestic  Workrooms  on  the  Register,  of  which  the 
following  list  shows  the  different  occupations. 


Occupation. 

Factories, 
etc.,  where 
Motive  Power 
is  used. 

Workshops. 

Domestic 

Workshops. 

Outworkers. 

Workplaces. 

Dressmakers,  Milliners, 
Mantle  Makers,  Costumers 
etc 

I 

«5 

34 

1 0 

Tailors 

. . 

.41 

39 

83 

• . 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs  . . 

I 

25 

29 

^7 

. . 

Builders,  Carpenters,  and 
Cabinet  Makers 

7 

25 

3 

3 

Printers  

17 

. . 

. . 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairs, 
etc 

6 

20 

I 

Marine  Stores 

. . 

. . 

3 

Painters  

. . 

1 I 

Plumbers 

. . 

27 

2 

Upholsterers  

6 

3 

]8 

Coach  Builders  and 

Wheelwrights  

I 

9 

Chaff  Cutters  

I 

2 

Sugar  Boilers  

. . 

i 

Cab  Yards  

1 1 

Laundries 

5 

Watch  Makers 

1 

3 

Organ  Builders  

. . 

I 

Breweries 

6 

Shoeing  Smiths  

. . 

. . 

3 

Electro  Platers  

I 

I 

Wood  Turners 

2 

Bedding  Manufacturers.  . 

I 

Rope  Makers  

1 

Engineers  

'4 

I 

• • 

Masons’  Yards 

. . 

I 

Sale  Yards  

. . 

I 

Coal  Yards 

. . 

3 

Dyers  

I 

. . 

2 

• • 

Gunsmiths  

2 

. . 

Aerated  Water 

Manufacturers  .... 

I 

Picture  Frame  Makers  . . 

I 

. 

Millers  

2 

• • 

• 

Factories  and  Workshops  Table. — t ontbiHcd. 


Occupation. 

l-'actories, 
etc.,  wlieie 
■Motive  Power 
is  useti. 

M'orksliops. 

Domestic 

Woiksliops. 

Outworkers. 

Workplaces. 

Bottlcr.s  

I 

4 

Wood  Cutters 

3 

I 

' 

I 

Bat  Works  

I 

Enq:ravets  

I 

Umbrella  Makers  

I 

'I'imber  Yards 

0 

. • 

Boat  Builders  

I 

1 

Saddlers  

3 

I 

Bakehouses  

59 

Basket  IMakers 

• • 

I 

Fish  Curing 

. . 

I 

China  Rivetting 

2 

Photographers 

1 

Chocolate  Making 

I 

Totals.  . . . 

75 

325 

I 2 1 

182 

36 

HOME  WORK. 

Occupiers  of  Factories  and  Workshops  are  compelled  to  keep  lists 
of  the  names  and  addresses  of  persons  employed  by  them,  to  execute 
work  at  their  own  homes,  and  to  forward  copies  of  such  lists  to  the 
Local  Authority  in  February  and  August  of  each  year.  Prescribed 
forms  of  lists  are  forwarded  to  the  various  tradespeople  who  employ 
persons,  so  there  is  no  excuse  for  the  non-delivery  of  the  lists. 

66  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
as  to  keeping  and  sending  of  lists. 

59  lists,  containing  the  names  of  182  persons,  have  been  received. 
These  lists  are  of  great  assistance,  as  when  a case  of  infectious  disease 
is  notified,  a glance  down  the  list  will  sliow  at  once  whether  any  home 
work  is  being  done  at  the  infected  house. 

Each  outworker’s  residence  was  visited,  and  in  7 cases  the  cleans- 
ing of  the  rooms  used  as  workrooms  was  ordered  and  carried  out. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  59  Bakehouses  on  the  Register,  of  which  7 are  at  present 
unoccupied;  one  has  also  been  demolished  during  the  year.  None  of 
these  come  under  the  definition  of  “ Underground  Bakehouses,”  as  laid 
down  by  .Sect.  lOl,  of  the  Factory  Art. 


In  7 instances  the  periodical  limewashing  was  found  to  be  over- 
due, and  on  the  necessary  orders  being  served,  this  was  remedied. 

No  other  cause  of  complaint  was  found  on  the  many  visits  of 
inspection  which  were  made. 


REPORTS  OF  H.M.  INSPECTOR  OF  FACTORIES. 

During  the  year  3 notices  of  contravention  of  the  Act,  and  remedi- 
able under  the  Public  Health  Act,  viz.,  not  separate  w.c.  accommodation 
for  mixed  sexes,  and  limewashing  overdue,  was  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector,  and  the  necessary  action  taken  to  remedy  it.  In  addition  to 
the  above,  27  notices  of  occupation  of  workshops  were  received  from 
him,  and  same  were  entered  in  the  Register. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  again  I beg  to  thank 
you  for  your  continued  valuable  support  in  the  carrying  out  of  my 
duties,  and  for  your  kind  consideration  in  all  matters  I have  brought 
before  you. 

To  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Borough 
Engineer,  the  Food  Inspector,  Assistant  Inspector,  and  other  Officials, 
I also  tender  my  thanks  for  their  valuable  co-operation. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Alfred  Wallace  Merrie, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


